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The Future of Medicaid 

The future of the Medicaid program is being debated in our state and federal government. Some facts about 

Medicaid that you may find interesting: 

1. Easterseals receives $44 million in revenue from Medicaid (60% federal and 40% state funding) to fund our 

community living and day programs. These programs operate with a 1% net gain and serve over 700 

individuals. This represents about 15% of the individuals we serve and 72% of our annual revenue.    

2. Nationally, over 650,000 people with developmental disabilities receive long-term services funded by 

Medicaid; 300,000 are on a waitlist for services, and more than 730,000 are living with caregivers over 55 

years old. 

3. Nationally, people with disabilities account for 25% of all Medicaid enrollees and use 66% of the all 

Medicaid funding.  

 January Highlights 

 We officially took over operations of the Community Living program in St. Joseph, Missouri on January 1, 
2017, serving 50 individuals with developmental disabilities.  So far, so good; we will be measuring progress 
and reporting back to you quarterly.  
 
Here is a sampling of the media coverage in St. Joseph: 
 
SJ Post St. Joseph | December 14, 2016 | Organization to expand disability services and add jobs in St. 
Joseph, MO 
 

News-Pressnow.com | December 25, 2017 | Easterseals to take over Residential Services 
 

Kjo 105.5 St. Joe's Hit Music Station | December 26, 2017 | Agency to take over disability services in 
January 
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http://www.stjosephpost.com/2016/12/14/business-to-expand-disability-services-and-add-jobs-in-st-joseph/
http://www.stjosephpost.com/2016/12/14/business-to-expand-disability-services-and-add-jobs-in-st-joseph/
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/easterseals-to-take-over-residential-services/article_396abeb0-9671-5d07-8dd9-4a79a6970d8f.html
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/easterseals-to-take-over-residential-services/article_396abeb0-9671-5d07-8dd9-4a79a6970d8f.html
http://www.kjo1055.com/2016/12/26/agency-to-take-over-disability-services-in-january/
http://www.kjo1055.com/2016/12/26/agency-to-take-over-disability-services-in-january/


   

January Highlights - continued 

 A huge thank you to those of you who attended the Jefferson City advocacy trip. The group visited with more 
than 25 legislators, the Governor’s Budget Director, Senate staffers and spent an enjoyable evening with a 
parent from our Columbia autism program and Representative Kirk Matthews. Your Government Relations 
Committee will review the results of the trip and discuss additional opportunities for board participation in 
advocacy. If you missed the trip don’t worry, you will have another chance to help.  

 

 Governor Greitens released his state budget proposal on February 3. As you may know, the Governor’s budget 
recommendations begin the budget process for the state. Next, the budget goes through the House of 
Representatives and then the Missouri Senate. What we know as of today is that the governor is proposing to 
increase funding for services for people with developmental disabilities AND reduce community provider rates 
by three percent. There is still a lot we don’t know about this proposal so stay tuned. We should have a 
complete analysis by the end of this week. Keep in mind; we still have a long way to go in the budget process.  

 

 At mid-point of our fiscal year, we are slightly behind budget but still with a positive net result. Program and 
development revenue is slightly behind budget, but expenses have been controlled. Expansion of programs is 
behind budget, however, the $4 million St. Joseph acquisition is not in the budget and will more than make 
up for any lag in the expansion. Development expected several grants that we did not receive. Fortunately, 
The Festival helped make up some of this revenue. John will prepare a projection for the year-end for review 
by the Finance Committee and then the Board.  

 

 The changes in government are likely to impact our services. We are working closely with our state trade 
association and the federal Easterseals advocacy office in Washington D.C. to understand the policy changes 
and represent the needs of the people with disabilities we serve. We are closely watching the proposed 
changes in federal tax policy, state tax credits, and Medicaid.  We will forward more information as it is  
available.   

 
 Staff in the Spotlight 

On January 12, 2017, we celebrated employee Billie Barret's 35 years of 
extraordinary service with Easterseals Midwest! Billie has worked every day 
for 35 years directly with the individuals with disabilities in our day 
program. Her compassion, advocacy, and commitment truly embody the 
spirit of our mission. Individuals like Billie are the heroes in the Easterseals 
story.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Billie Barrett 

Billie.barrett@esmw.org 

 

 

 Together, we’re changing the way the world defines 

and views disability by making profound, positive 

differences in people’s lives every day. 
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