Community Living Services
One of the most important decisions a family will make... “What will happen to my loved
one when I can no longer be there to care for him/her?” This is likely one of the toughest
questions you struggle to answer, and Easterseals Midwest’s team stands ready to step in
and make sure your loved one is cared for indefinitely.

Choices...

We recognize this is a big step for a family to take. Our team works with each family to
determine the best option for services, whether that means coming into your family home
or moving your loved one to a home of his or her own. Assistance is provided in choosing
a location for a home based on several factors, such as the desire to live near family, work
or other activities. Either way, the Easterseals Midwest’s team ensures a smooth transition
for your loved one and your family. We customize services to meet each individual’s need
for support—ranging from just a few hours each month up to 24/7 support. Our community
living services team is able to assist with developing money management and budgeting
abilities, community safety skills, nutrition and meal preparation, and housekeeping and
personal care skills. Individuals typically live in apartments or homes owned or rented by
them or their families.
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Individualized Supported Living
Individualized Supported Living is a living arrangement in which individuals live with
one or more housemates with 24 hour supports. Services are individualized, but in
general emphasize enhancing communication skills, decreasing challenging behaviors,
increasing independence, teaching skills that reflect the normal rhythm of life and
fostering community involvement.

Shared Living
Shared living is designed to provide an alternative to traditional community living
options. We pursue compatible matches both for the individual we serve and for the
companion/hosts in order to increase likelihood of long-term success. The focus is on
skill building and increased independence in the community while living in a nurturing
home environment with a positive role model.

Independent Living
Independent Living Services are provided to individuals with disabilities who are
living in their own homes and generally need 10 hours or less of support to maintain
their independence. Services are tailored to meet the needs of the individuals and
facilitate each person’s choice to live, work, learn and participate in the community.
The supports provided may include instructing individuals in areas such as daily living
skills, safety skills, creating and maintaining relationships, accessing transportation,
maintaining their home, financial management, community membership, and accessing
community resources. Specific skills development objectives are determined by each
individual through the process of person centered planning.

To learn more about Community Living Services available at Easterseals Midwest,
please call 1.800.200.2119 or visit eastersealsmidwest.org.

